News of our world

Date: February 2nd 2009
	NRM news, events, funding and training opportunities, forums and conferences of interest to people living in the ACT and nearby regions, prepared by the ACT Natural Resources Management Facilitator, 
ACT NRM Council
This newsletter will also appear on www.actlandcare.org.au


In this issue:

News from the ACT NRM Council

· Council secures two Caring for our Country 2008-2009 Open Grants 
· ACT NRM Council Staffing changes
Catchment Groups News and Information
Follow the links to find out more about your local catchment group 

· Molonglo Catchment Group: http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
· Southern ACT Catchment Group: http://www.sactcg.org.au/
· Ginninderra Catchment Group: http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/: 
News

· Reporting willow sawfly activity 
· Winners of 2008 National Landcare Awards
· 
Weed Alert – Mexican Feather Grass 

· Final Report of the MDBC Sustainable Yields Project released
Funding opportunities/Grants

· Caring for our Country Business Plan for 2009-2010
· Landcare Australia Grants
· Farm Ready Fund to Help Farmers Tackle Climate Change
Events/Forums/ConferenceS/Training
· Salinity Exchange Conference
· Grassy Ecosystems Management Kit Training
Resources/brochures/information/Websites
· CVA's Corporate Connect
· Local Indigenous Planting Guides Available
· A Geological Guide to Canberra Region and Namadgi National Park
· New resources on Weeds CRC website
· Landcare Placestories in NSW 
· The National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility (NCCARF)
Comment Sought
· DISCUSSION PAPER ON TIDBINBILLA NEW PLAN OF MANAGEMENT


News from the ACT NRM Council

ACT NRM Council successful in Caring for our Country 2008-2009 Open Grants 

The ACT Natural Resources Management Council and its partners have been successful in winning two grants under the Caring for Our Country Open Grants program for the Molonglo River Rescue Project and the Upper Murrumbidgee Demonstration Reach Project proposals. For information about the successful Open Grants proposals, go to www.nrm.gov.au/projects/open-grants.html
ACT NRM Council Staffing
Rebecca Blundell, ACT NRM Facilitator has taken maternity leave, and delivered a very healthy 9.9 pound baby boy, Lincoln on 20 November. Mother and baby are doing well.

The ACT NRM Council has appointed three new staff: 

Edwina Richardson is taking over Rebecca’s position and will job share with Anna van Dugteren as ACT NRM Facilitator. Edwina is a landscape architect who has experience in community engagement. She will work particularly with the Catchment and Landcare Association, the Landcare community in the ACT and will maintain the ACT Landcare Website. Edwina can be contacted on 62052913; or Edwina.richardson@act.gov.au

Darlene Glyde has moved from the Commonwealth to join the Council as Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Improvement Officer. Previously she worked for the Department of Climate Change assisting private businesses and government agencies to report their greenhouse gas emissions online. Darlene can be contacted 6205 8594 or darlene.glyde@act.gov.au

Jo Donovan has joined the Council as NRM Facilitator (Aboriginal Communities) and will be working with the local Aboriginal community to increase their involvement in NRM in the ACT. Jo previously worked with the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change working in the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan, and Central West Catchment Management Authorities on Cultural Mapping of Indigenous natural and cultural heritage. Jo can be contacted on 6205 9043 or joanne.donovan@act.gov.au.
News

Reporting willow sawfly activity 
It’s that time of year again when willow sawfly may be active. Already willow populations along the Murrumbidgee are showing impact from this insect.

Willow sawfly has recently arrived in Australia. The larval stage feeds on willow leaves, and large populations of larvae can defoliate adult willow leaves. Signs of sawfly activity include partial to complete defoliation. Small green larva can be observed on the foliage.

Its impact on willow populations in Australia is being studied by Fiona Ede, a researcher from the Department of Primary Industries, Victoria.  She would like to collate as much information about willow sawfly activity as possible. If you observe sawfly activity she would greatly appreciate your observations - in particular date, location and severity (extent of defoliation).

Attached is a form presenting information she would be interested in and a picture of a sawfly larva.

If in your busy schedules you find time to record willow sawfly activity your observations can be sent to Douglas Kerruish at douglas.kerruish@act.gov.au or 62052466. Douglas will collate the information and send it on to Fiona.
Winners of 2008 National Landcare Awards
The National Landcare Awards were held at Parliament House on Thursday October 23rd. For information about the winners, the contenders (including a very strong contingent from the ACT) and Landcare’s night of nights, follow the links:  www.landcareonline.com/news_details.asp?sType=news&news_id=216&from=archive
Weed Alert – Mexican Feather Grass 

ACT Territory and Municipal Services issued an alert earlier this year on the invasive weed Mexican Feathergrass (Nassella tenuissima). Recently over 300 plants of Mexican Feathergrass were sold through Canberra nurseries, (probably labelled as Stipa).  If you have bought Stipa plants from a nursery in the ACT or region within the last 12 months or if you believe you have this plant in your garden, please do not let them seed.  Contact the ACT Weeds Officer, Mr. Steve Taylor, on 62072278, or Geoff Butler (Con. Council Weed Officer) on 62369158. (Follow the links for a picture of Mexican Feathergrass). http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/100194/MR82_0208_TAMS_Mexican_Feather_Grass.pdf
Final Report CSIRO Murray-Darling Basin SUSTAINABLE Yields Released The final report in the CSIRO Murray-Darling Basin Sustainable Yields Project was released recently, which summarises the findings of investigations into the sustainable yields of surface and groundwater for the 18 regions that comprise the Basin. The project includes an examination of assumptions about sustainable yields in light of changes in climate and other issues. More information can be found at http://www.csiro.au/partnerships/MDBSY.html. Also available is the catchment report for the Murrumbidgee Catchment: http://www.csiro.au/partnerships/MDBSYReports.html
Funding opportunities/Grants

Caring for our Country Business Plan for 2009-2010
The Australian Government's Business Plan for 2009-2010 seeks investment proposals that contribute to the delivery of Caring for our Country targets. Small projects ($20,000-100,000 per annum), medium (up to $2-3million per annum) and large scale (up to $20million over 4 years) are being sought. Closing date: 6 Mar 2009. The business plan can be accessed at www.nrm.gov.au/publications/books/business-plan.html and information for applications will be available online soon at www.nrm.gov.au/index.html 

Landcare Australia LTD Grants on-line

A range of small-grant funding opportunities are currently available to community organizations, schools and youth groups, through Landcare Australia including the:

· the Junior Landcare Grants (several sponsors including Coles, Visey -awarded quarterly throughout 2009) – Round 1 closes Friday 6 March 2009.
· the Westpac Operation Backyard employee grant program (ongoing). 

Details of these and other grants can be found at http://www.landcareonline.com/page.asp?pID=86
Farm Ready Fund to Help Farmers Tackle Climate Change
The $26.5m FarmReady fund aims to provide primary producers and industries access to specialised training to help them deal with the impacts of climate change. Primary producers will be able to apply for grants of up to $1,500 each financial  year and  Industry associations and farming and natural resource management groups will be able to apply for grants of up to $80,000 each financial year to help support their members in adapting to climate change. http://www.daff.gov.au/climatechange/australias-farming-future/farmready
Events/Conferences/Forums/Training
Salinity Exchange Conference

This conference will bring scientists and landholders together to talk about the lessons learnt from the past and to take stock of where salinity is at today, to be held in Albury on the 19 & 20 February 2009. For further information contact Emily Brewer on 02 6051 2211 or download a registration form from the Murray CMA Website www.murray.cma.nsw.gov.au
Grassy Ecosystems Management Kit Training

Southern Tablelands Grassy Ecosystems Conservation Management Network Facilitator, Mary Appleby is hoping to arrange three training days to be held in Goulburn, Cooma and ACT/Queanbeyan for the Grassy Ecosystems Management Kit. The kit is designed for landholders and managers to assess grassy ecosystem sites and develop a management plan for these areas. Training includes practical field demonstrations and a copy of the kit. To register your interest, please contact Mary Appleby on 6229 7121 or mary.appleby@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Resources/brochures/information/Websites

CVA's Corporate Connect

Toyota Australia and Conservation Volunteers Australia have recently launched Corporate Connect, an online service dedicated to connecting volunteers from the business community to hands on environmental projects. Further information can be accessed at the Conservation Connect website www.conservationvolunteers.com.au/conservation-connect.asp
Local Indigenous Planting Guides available

Following the success of the Jerrabomberra Creek revegetation pamphlet, pamphlets for Burra Creek, Molonglo River and Queanbeyan River have been produced as part of a National Landcare Program project conducted by the Molonglo Catchment Group. The pamphlets are a source of information for all individuals and groups interested in revegetating within our catchments, including those who monitor water quality. Electronic copies are available from the Molonglo Catchment Group Office, Council Offices, Greening Australia. Electronic copies can be downloaded from the Molonglo Catchment Group website: http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
A Geological Guide to Canberra Region and Namadgi National Park

The Geological Society of Australia (ACT Division) has three new products providing information on the geology of the Canberra region for students, tourists and the general public.
A guidebook (140 pages + CD) - provides an up-to-date review of the geological history in the Canberra region extending to Wee Jasper, Lake George, Bungendore., Captains Flat, Michelago, Jerangle, Bredbo, Tantangara Dam, Gudgenby, Blue Waterholes and Brindabella. A map - provides a compilation of the geology of the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) at 1:100,000 scale,.A GIS compact disc (CD) - contains all the data on the geological map and additional data.  It contains geographic information (GIS) software to display the detailed geological information on a personal computer. The guidebook, map and CD are available separately or in combination. An order form is available on the Geological Society of Australia (ACT Division) web page at http://www.gsa.org.au/divisions/act.html
New resources on Weeds CRC website

Detection of new and emerging weeds is often considered the weakest point in early invasive species management. The Cooperative Research Centre for Australian Weed Management has designed a set of resources addressing early identification of new weeds: 'A guide for regional bodies to deliver a Weed Spotters network in their regions' (http://www.weedscrc.org.au/documents/weed_spotters_regional%20guide.pdf) and 'Difficult to collect plants: a manual for Weed Spotters' (http://www.weedscrc.org.au/documents/CRC_CDP_manual_v8.pdf). 

It has also developed Management Guides Brochures on eight different weeds including African boxthorn, buffel grass and cat's claw creeper. These can be accessed at 
http://www.weedscrc.org.au/publications/weed_man_guides.html#biodiversity

The CRC has also released the publication Weed management in riparian areas: south-eastern Australian www.weedscrc.org.au/documents/hmg_riparian.pdf
Landcare Placestories in NSW 

Landcare Placestories, supported by DAFF, Feral Arts and Landcare NSW Inc, is an information communication tool that shares local knowledge, local stories and local views on sustainable farm practices and natural resource management issues across New South Wales.  For more information and to view any of the range of stories visit: http://www.landcarensw.placestories.com/ 

The National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility (NCCARF)

NCCARF is leading the research community in a national interdisciplinary effort to generate the information needed by decision-makers in government and in vulnerable sectors and communities to manage the risks of climate change impacts.The facility will enable: 

· the development of adaptation research plans for a variety of vulnerable sectors, including four natural resource ones (terrestrial biodiversity, marine biodiversity and resources, water resources and freshwater biodiversity, and primary industries). 
· the development of new adaptation research network hubs for each of these sectors - the network pages also give information about how to participate 
Further information: www.nccarf.edu.au 
Comment sought 

New Plan of Management – Tidbinbilla
Parks, Conservation and Lands (PCL), Department of Territory and Municipal Services have released a discussion paper for a new plan of management for Tidbinbilla.  The discussion paper focuses on the amalgamation of Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, the adjoining Birrigai and Jedbinbilla (Block 60, Paddy’s River - previously a pine plantation burnt in the 2003 fires).  
Submissions close Thursday 26 February 2009. 

A number of workshops will be held at Birrigai and Tidbinbilla to discuss the proposals.  These dates will be announced on the TAMS website: www.tams.act.gov.au

 http://www.tams.act.gov.au/live/about_our_department/community_engagement/community_engagement_activities_and_events/tidbinbilla_plan_of_management_discussion_paper[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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